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History in the Making as "Chicago Goes Turkish" at Pioneer Court 
 
 CHICAGO – After a decade long success at Daley Plaza, the Chicago Turkish Festival is 
planning to reach a larger audience during its 11th anniversary at one of downtown Chicago's 
busiest landmark locations along the lively Magnificent Mile.  For the first time in Chicago's 
history, the Pioneer Court, where the first Chicagoan settled, hosts a cultural exchange of this 
scope with the captivating sights, sounds and tastes of one of Chicago's most popular ethnic 
cultural festivals, the Chicago Turkish Festival, on May 31st and June 1st. 
 

The Turkish Consulate General in Chicago and the Festival Organizing Committee will 
host a Black Tie Optional Cocktail Party at Pioneer Court in the evening of Thursday, May 30th 
to commence the festivities. The festival will be open to the public free of charge from 10am to 
9pm, with live stage performances continuing in the evenings, and will present Chicagoans world 
famous Turkish cuisine and delicacies, a fashion show with Ottoman era flair, vibrant folk dances 
and musical performances, arts and crafts exhibits, and the opportunity to enjoy the hospitality and 
breathtaking sights of one of the most historic regions of Turkey, Cappadocia.   

 
 Known for its volcanic peaks, fairy chimneys and underground cities, Cappadocia is 
among the most popular tourist destinations in Turkey.  Boasting landmark churches carved from 
rocks from the early days of Christianity, the region has been a cultural center since 2000 BC.  

. 
Cappadocia Region characterized by fairy chimneys, underground cities, churches and monasteries carved 
out of soft rocks of volcanic deposits, and a unique historical and cultural heritage dating back to 2000 
BC. , Cappadocia is among the most popular destinations in Turkey. 

 
Over two million people visit every year to enjoy hot-air balloon rides over fairy chimneys, 

wine tasting in the underground cities and sleeping in ancient caves to get a taste of thousands of 
years of history. Visiting Cappadocia is an adventure one never forgets and our guests will have 
the opportunity to experience it right here in Chicago.  

 
This year visitors will also have the opportunity to taste unique textured, delicious grilled 

meatballs of Sultanahmet Koftecisi, coming all the way from Turkey; in addition to crunchy 
Turkish bagels “Simit”, best enjoyed with a cup of traditionally brewed Turkish tea; legendary 
Mado orchid ice cream from Maras; and Happy Hour favorite Turkish Efes Beer.  
 

You don't need a passport to attend this historic Pioneer Court event organized by the 
Turkish-American community in collaboration with the City of Chicago.  “This is a unique 
opportunity for Chicagoans to experience Turkish culture and cuisine without leaving town. 
Turkish culture and cuisine are largely recognized as one of the richest and most colorful in the 
world,” said Fatih Yildiz, the Consul General of Turkey in Chicago.  
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For further information please visit event site at  www.ChicagoTurkishFestival.org or 

contact info@chicagoturkishfestival.org.  
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